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 Got a great idea for a neighborhood project?  In a big city 

like Baltimore, it can sometimes be hard to know where to 

start.  But at GHCCôs second annual Neighborhood Insti-

tute, youôll find answers to many of your questions all in the 

same place! 

 Established in 2007 as a project of the GHCCôs Neighbor-

hood and Economic Development program, the Neighbor-

hood Institute gathers residents, community activists, and 

representatives from municipal, nonprofit, and cultural or-

ganizations for a day of workshops, idea-sharing, and net-

working.  Last  yearôs event covered a range of topics, in-

cluding traffic calming, public safety, sanitation and recy-

cling, public education, and greening and beautification pro-

jects.  The event drew about 100 participants from neighbor-

hoods throughout Greater Homewood and panelists from the 

Department of Public Works, the Baltimore Museum of Art, 

the Baltimore City Police Department, Healthy Neighbor-

hoods, and more.   

 ñWe expect the second annual Neighborhood Institute to 

be even bigger,ò says GHCCôs Community Resource Man-

ager Olga Maltseva.   

 The second annual Neighborhood Institute  will be held on 

Saturday, November 15 at the Charles Commons conference 

center (33rd Street between Charles and St. Paul Streets).  

The theme of this yearôs event is sustainability, and its open-

ing plenary session will 

focus on what the leaders of 

key City agencies are doing 

to keep our neighborhoods 

strong for the long term.  

Speakers include Police 

Commissioner Frederick 

Bealefeld III, Laura 

Weeldreyer of the Balti-

more City Public 

School System, 

Valentina Uk-

wuoma of the 

Bureau of Solid 

Waste, and 

Healthy Neighborhoods Executive Director Mark Sissman. 

 If youôre looking for ways to help strengthen the public 

school in your community, need help dealing with a drug 

nuisance, or could use some advice to run more effective 

community meetings, the Neighborhood Institute is the place 

to be on November 15! 

 Registration opens at 9:30 a.m., with the opening plenary 

session beginning at 10:00 a.m.  Workshops run from 11:30 

a.m. to 3:30 p.m., followed by light refreshments and net-

working with neighbors.  The Neighborhood Institute is free 

of charge to attend.  Feel free to drop in throughout the day, 

and bring a friend!  RSVP is requested to Olga Maltseva at 

omaltseva@greaterhomewood.org or 410-261-3510. 

Lisa Bleich leads a 
workshop on  

running effective 

meetings at the 
2007 Neighborhood 

Institute 

Marcus Dent of the Guardian 

Angels discusses public safety 

issues at the first Neighborhood 

Institute 

The Neighborhood Institute is a great opportunity for networking 
and idea-sharing with residents of other neighborhoods! 

and social diversity, and memorable characterò in addition to 

the success of the Charles Village Benefits District in im-

proving sanitation and public safety. 

 To read more about what the American Planning Associa-

tion had to say about Charles Village, please visit http://

www.planning.org/greatplaces/neighborhoods/2008/

charlesvillage.htm. 

C H A R L E S  V I L L A G E  A  T O P  1 0  G R E A T  N E I G H B O R H O O D  

 Congratulations to our neighbors in Charles Village for 

their recent designation as a Top 10 Great Neighborhood by 

the American Planning Association!  The organization annu-

ally honors streets, neighborhoods, and public places as 

Great Places in America for demonstrating good planning.  

The American Planning Association praised ñthe neighbor-

hoodôs strong and dedicated activist community, economic 
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GHCC H ONORS  V OLUNTEER  OF  THE  Y EAR  

 GHCC appreciates all of the nearly 2,000 dedicated volun-

teers who help us strengthen neighborhoods in north central 

Baltimore.  We recognize one particularly outstanding volun-

teer every autumn at GHCCôs annual meeting and awards 

dinner.  The GHCC Volunteer of the Year is often an indi-

vidual whose service has touched multiple programs in the 

organization, and this yearôs winner is no exception.   

 Regina Boyce was born in Washington, D.C. and raised in 

Rockville, moving to Waverly about four years ago.  She 

became active in her local neighborhood organization, the 

Waverly Improvement Association, and has served as its 

vice president for nearly a year.  She describes the neighbor-

hood as ñvery eclectic in style, very eclectic in its people, 

eclectic all the way around.ò  A tireless Waverly booster, 

Boyce has participated in a number of projects that have pro-

moted that sense of place and neighborhood identity, includ-

ing Real City, Dream City with Art on Purpose and Maps on 

Purpose.  Using art and mapmaking as means of representing 

Waverly ñshowed that Waverly is a lot stronger than people 

looking from the outside might think,ò she says. 

 GHCC has gotten to know Regina Boyce through activi-

ties sponsored by its Neighborhood and Economic Develop-

ment program like clean-ups and the National Night Out 

Kick-Off Parade on Greenmount Avenue.  But the organiza-

tionôs Public Education staff also worked with her to advo-

cate for funding to expand the building and curriculum at 

F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  

Waverly Middle School.  Boyce was part of a coalition of 

partners, including the Cathedral of the Incarnation, the 

Franciscan Youth Center, and Better Waverly Community 

Organization, that successfully campaigned for the school.  

ñWe all came together and said, no, this is not adequate 

enough and we want more for our children,ò she recalls.  

The state approved the funding for the school in May. 

 To find out how you can join Regina Boyce and hundreds 

of other volunteers to support GHCC, please visit 

www.greaterhomewood.org/

volunteer_in_greater_homewood. 

 For many of us, autumn reminds us why we love living in 

Greater Homewood.  One of my favorite things about the fall 

season is GHCCôs annual meeting and awards dinner, where 

we honor the volunteers and partners who make our work of 

strengthening neighborhoods possible. 

 This yearôs awards celebrated an individual volunteer, a 

community partner, and an institutional partner in each of 

GHCCôs four programs.   

 Hearing their stories underscores the connections between 

neighborhoods throughout Greater Homewood.  Our Public 

Education Programs, for instance, recognized as its community partner the Friends and 

Neighbors Supporting the Guilford School (FANS).  Founded by Guilford residents and 

chaired by Nancy Getter, FANS began by helping their neighborhood school, Guilford Elemen-

tary/Middle, obtain a long-promised playground.  Since then, FANS have also helped provide 

the school with in-kind donations and a tutoring program that works with 20 students.  Their 

generosity links Guilford with students from the Pen Lucy and Richnor Springs communities 

who attend Guilford Elementary/Middle. 

 Strengthening neighborhoods begins with seeing each otherôs needs and finding ways that 

one community can help another.  Helping to make those connections has been part of GHCCôs 

mission for nearly 40 years.  We hope you can help us keep Greater Homewood strong by vol-

unteering your time or by supporting us with a donation in the enclosed envelope.  Giving lo-

cally and supporting GHCCôs programs means that you will see the impact your generosity 

makes, from a thriving Waverly Main Street to Healthy Neighborhoods buzzing with new 

neighbors and home improvements, from quality public schools to an educated adult workforce.  

Please help us keep Greater Homewood a wonderful place to be. 

Karen Stokes, Executive Director   

Please support us with a  

donation in the enclosed 

envelope! 

GHCC Board of Directors  

Randolph Knepper, President 

Beth Ann Felder, Vice President 

John R. Yates, Secretary 

Lisa Boyce, Treasurer 

Jo-Ann Orlinsky, Member at Large 

Elizabeth Trimble, Ex-Officio 

Christopher Allen 

David Albright  

Reba Bullock 

Fred Cooper 

Ann Doyle 

Elizabeth Embry 

Joan M. Flynn 

Mary Madden 

George Piendak 

Julia Pierson 

John Spurrier 

Matthew Wyskiel 

Reverend Donald Burggraf, 

Greater Homewood Interfaith Alliance 

Karen Stokes, Executive Director 

A pumpkin painted at A Taste of 
Waverly Village on October 11 

Regina Boyce (far right) and neighbors celebrate Waverly at the 
2007 National Night Out Kick-Off Parade  


