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     Springtime encourages many of us to spruce up our sur-

roundings with a fresh coat of paint.  That will be happening 

on a much larger scale across Baltimore this summer, thanks 

to the CityPaint 2008 program.  Mayor Sheila Dixon 

launched the program in April, using the Waverly Cross-

roads Giant supermarket as its starting point. 

     CityPaint 2008 expands the Baltimore Mural Program, 

pledging to create 20 new murals around the City this sum-

mer.  "It just adds to the infrastructure and fabric of this great 

city," Mayor Dixon explained.  "This is a great opportunity 

to involve all of our residents in expressing themselves." 

     Plans had been in the works to create 

six murals on the exterior of the Wav-

erly Crossroads Giant since January 

2006.  GHCC helped facilitate commu-

nity involvement in planning the pro-

ject, which was sponsored by the Balti-

more Office of Promotion and the Arts, 

the Baltimore City Council, the Mayorôs 

Office of Neighborhoods, the Baltimore 

Development Corporation, and the Wil-

liam G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund. 

     Creation of the first of the Waverly Giant murals began in 

tandem with the launch of CityPaint 2008.  Mayor Dixon and 

City Councilwoman 

Mary Pat Clarke 

painted a few strokes 

on a panel designed by 

muralist Gary Mullen. 

     ñSeeing the first 

brushstrokes applied 

today is a joyous occa-

sion and demonstrates 

what can be done 

when community or-

ganizations, govern-

ment, private enter-

prise, and foundations 

work together,ò said 

Better Waverly resident Joe Stewart, who chaired the Wav-

erly Crossroads Mural Project committee.  ñIt has been the 

coming together of the communities around this neighbor-

hood to make this happen,ò Clarke agreed. 

     To see samples of the mural designs selected for the  

Waverly Crossroad Giant, please visit 

www.waverlymurals.blogspot.com. 

     GHCC relies on the generosity of its donors. From volun-

teers to financial donors, every contribution adds up to make 

a big difference.  Thatôs especially true of a remarkable  

donation that GHCC recently received from an anonymous 

big-hearted donor. 

     Over the course of many months, the donor watched for 

sales at local office supply stores and 

collected hundreds of marked-down 

items: box after box of pens, pencils, 

paper, rubber stamps, markers, sta-

plers, binders, and even harder-to-find 

necessities like tights, lamps, and 

clothes hangers.  GHCC transported 

the donation in a U-Haul truck to its 

office for distribution among its six partnership schools. 

     The school supplies quickly made their way into the 

hands of the students who needed them.  At Barclay Elemen-

tary/Middle School, the student-run Barclay Depot quickly 

dispensed all of its supplies.  ñWeeks later, demand remains 

high for the supplies; several students ask me almost daily if 

there are any more of the stapler/scissor packages,ò says  

Taylor Berman, Barclayôs AmeriCorps VISTA School-

Community Partnership Coordinator.  

     The Charles Street Development Corporation (CSDC) is 

hosting two Open Houses this June about a proposed trolley 

line that would run along Charles Street between University 

Parkway and the Inner Harbor. 

     GHCCôs Executive Director Karen Stokes heads the trol-

leyôs Community Steering Committee.  The trolley would 

abut many neighborhoods in Greater Homewood, including 

Tuscany-Canterbury, Guilford, Charles Village, and Old 

Goucher. 

     The Open Houses are part of an ñinclusive community 

participation process,ò says Stokes. 

     Residents and businesses are invited to stop by the Open 

Houses any time between 5:30 and 8:30 p.m. to hear from 

the trolley projectôs four working groups, which cover Fi-

nance and Governance, Design and Engineering, Ridership 

and Service, and Communications. 

     The first Open House will be held on Thursday, June 12 

from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Incarnation 

at 4 East University Parkway.  If you are unable to attend 

that date, an additional Open House will be held on Mon-

day, June 23 at The Belvedere (1 East Chase Street). 

 

T R O L L E Y  O P E N  H O U S E S 

You can help, too!  To find out more about donating to GHCC, 

please visit www.greaterhomewood.org/donate/ or  

consider using the enclosed remittance envelope. 

To find out more about plans for the Charles Street Corridor 

Trolley, please visit www.charlesstreet.org/trolley/index.cfm. 

Mayor Sheila Dixon and City  

Councilwoman Mary Pat Clarke paint the 

first brushstrokes of a mural on the Waverly 

Crossroads Giant supermarket. 


