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 Calling all wordsmiths, Sunday crossword fans, or anyone 

looking for a fun family activity: join GHCC for the Seventh 

Annual Scrabble® Fundraiser for Literacy  on Saturday, 

April 5  at Calvert School (4300 N. Charles St.).  Game play 

begins at 6 p.m. and is available on both social and competi-

tive levels.  There will be plenty of great food, prizes from 

local retailers and restaurants, and free parking. 

 The Scrabble® fundraiser is more than just a good time.  

Proceeds benefit adult literacy classes and English language 

instruction for non-native speakers at GHCC.  The need for 

these services is critical in Baltimore City, where more than 

30% of adults have not completed a twelfth-grade education.  

GHCC provides instruction for more than 300 adults every 

year. 

 ñWhat better fit than playing a game of Scrabble® to help 

the cause of literacy?ò says Todd Elliott, Director of Adult 

Literacy & ESOL at GHCC.  ñThere is a tremendous need in 

Baltimore City to address the low literacy levels of 

adults.  So much time and attention is paid to public school 

children ï what about their parents?  Greater Homewood 

Adult Literacy & ESOL is working every day to increase the 

abilities of our adult neighbors who canôt read, canôt do basic 

math, or canôt speak English.  And to support us, we hope 

folks have a fun time playing one of the most popular games 

in the world!ò 

 Entry is $30 for adults and $20 for students with ID and 

seniors aged 62 and above.  For more information, registra-

tion, or to make a donation, call 410-261-3520 or email  

telliott@greaterhomewood.org. 

 Strong schools make strong communities, the saying goes.  

But in one Greater Homewood neighborhood, a coalition of 

public school advocates is proving that strong communities 

make strong schools, too. 

 Waverly Elementary School, one of GHCCôs partnership 

schools, underwent a radical transformation in 2003.  The 

Baltimore City School Board added grades 6, 7, and 8, zon-

ing Waverlyôs elementary school graduates out of Roland 

Park Middle School. 

 Although school officials pledged curricular and physical 

upgrades to achieve parity with Roland Park Elementary/

Middle, teachers, parents, and students are still waiting more 

than four years later.  The elementary and middle schools are 

housed in separate buildings, and middle school students 

lack a gymnasium, library, science labs, access for the dis-

abled, and foreign language instruction. 

 Parents and teachers werenôt the only ones to see the need 

for action.  A wide-ranging coalition formed to call on the 

City and the state Interagency Committee on School Funding 

(IAC) to make good on the promises to Waverly Elementary/

Middle.  Community partners include GHCC and the 

BRIDGE chapter of the Episcopal Cathedral of the Incarna-

tion.  The coalition obtained the support of City Council-

woman Mary Pat Clarke and Baltimore City Public Schools 

CEO Dr. Andrés Alonso.     

 The 43rd district delegation to Marylandôs General Assem-

bly also took up the coalitionôs cause, orchestrating an IAC 

tour of the schoolôs current facilities in November. 

 ñThe children of Waverly School deserve the best educa-

tion possible, and together we are working as hard as we can 

to make sure they get just that,ò said Dels. Maggie McIntosh, 

Curt Anderson, and Ann Marie Doory in a joint statement 

with Sen. Joan Carter Conway.   

 A funding decision by the IAC, which is weighing an at-

tempt to improve the current facility with building a new 

middle school wing, is expected this spring.  We need your 

help now.  Let the governor know how critical the middle 

school wing is to the community.  In the meantime, advocacy 

around Waverly Elementary/Middle has galvanized an entire 

community. 

 ñThis effort illustrates the point that there is power in num-

bers, and we need your voice,ò says Karen DeCamp, Assis-

tant Director of Public Education Programs for Outreach and 

Advocacy at GHCC.  ñBuilding and cultivating a strong net-

work of advocates is crucial to success.ò 
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